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Chair to change 
Members-elect hold key to leadership post 

By JOHN HOWEU chair nnd Josi a bid 10 keep the seat, h,15 
been on the rommhttt for JO yenr,. 

While state leglslators and the City 
Council have ch~ n leaders for the up-
coming sessions, the Warwick School 
Commi tlec h,1s yet to pick who will lead 
them as the dep.irtmenl embarks on the 
singul.'Lr l,1rgest capit;ll improvement 
project in Wam•ick's history - the con· 
struction of two high schools proj«ted 
to cost $350 million. 

The currenl chair Is Jud ith Cobden, 
who chose not to seek reelection . 

With fh'e members, thl'\"e of them 
newly elN"ted , it stands to re.a.son that 
either K,uen 0Jchus or D,wld Testa is in 
line as committee chair. Tesla, who w.is 
elected six years ago, said last week he 
has spoken to the members-el('(! and 
cxp~-d h.is interest in serving in the 
leadership slot. Bachus, who served /l5 

B.1chus s.iid I.is l week it is "100 l'arly" 
for her lo make the decision on whether 
she'll seek the position. Nonetheless, 
~unding like a cand id.:itc, she ques--
11oned how, .is ch.1ir, Tes t,1 could nt'goti-
ote a contract wlth the W.uwick Teach-
ers Union, seeing that his d:iughler was 
recently hired as a te.:icher. 

Regardless of whom ends up leading 
the committee, 83chus, Testa :md the 
in_come members. Sh.lun Ga lligan, Dis-
ttict l ; Leah 1-1.izelwood, District 2 and 
!'-1ichelle Kirby-Chapm,1n, Distncl 3 are 
m agreement lhal new Pilgrim and Toll 
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ARRAY OF PRODUCTS: Oamelle Hom who works for RISE out of state was in Rhode Island to help 
coordinate the opening of recreallonal sal~! _from the RlS~ s tore in Warwick. The store offers 22 prod-

8
;:;::,~~~':s':/ lo see !he s late, v1s1!1n9 Rocky Point Park and planning to see Newport. (War-

\Nt~£ GONE 10 POT 
Buying weed legally in Warwick 

By RORY SCHULER tuszek predicted his services would be in great 

Russ MJ.tuszck sat behind the wheel of the de:~enk ~~ar~r Newport Travel. The com-
Catma-Bus, a free-wheeling trolley parked outside pany was contracted by the opera1ors of RISE, to 
the RISE dispens.1ry shuttle prospective customers to and from the pot 

" If lhey need us, we're here," said the driver, shop. 
leaning forward in his se.at, looking out into the On Dec. I , RISE - formerly Sull\Dlil Medical 
road at the steady line of traffic waiting to tum Compassion Center - opened to the general pub-
nght off Jefferson Boulevard and into the RISE lie, offering adults the opportunity to legally pur-
p;,rkmg lot. An additionJ.l parking lot was avail- chase O\'er-the-counler recreational cannAbis for 
able next door, but mostly unused at 10 a.m. the firs! time in Rhode Island. 
Thursda}', Business was brisk 11.TOund the Jefferson Boule-

For the time-being, the shuttle was empty. Rain vard building. Caribbean Vibe, J. steel drum band, 
was in the weekend fore-cast, howc\'er. and Ma- POT . PAGE 6 

Warwick site of new 
Catholic high school 

By JOHN HOWELL 

With enrollment dropping and schools consoli-
dating, a group dedicated to offering a classical 
Catholic education lo high school students an• 
nounced last week that Bishop Thomas J. Tobin 
has issued a canonical degree approving the cre-
ation of a Chesterton Academy of Our Lady of 
Hope. The school is located in a vacant building at 
487 Jefferson Boulevard m Wanvick, making it one 
of a netw"ork of more than 40 academies in the 
country. 

"We are overjoyed to receive this approval from 
our Bishop," said Michael Casey, President of the 
Board of Directors of Chesterton in a relell.Se. " Un-
der the mantle of Our l...1dy, it is our hope to build 
a vibrant Catholic culture within our school com-
munity by educating our sludents in the timeless 
truths of Jesus Christ ,:ind His CaU10lic Church." 

- INDEX · 

In a joint interview Monday, Casey and Edward 
Walsh, who has been instrumental in the forma-
tion of the school, said the immediate objective is 
to retain a headmaster who can build a team and 
commence operations in the fall of 2013. 

"The big thing is to get a headmaster and the 
hiring of teachers," said Casey: He said there h.we 
been a number of applicants and thal face-to-face 
inter.•iews would start soon. The gool is to h.we a 
headm,1ster in pl.ice by March. 

Ideally, the school would open would start op-
erations with 9th and 10th grades with anywhere 
from 15 to 25 students. The 11th grade would be 
added the following year and the year after would 
set' the first graduating class. Chesterton Acade-
my schools tend to be small with a top enrollment 
of about 160. 

Walsh described the school as offering "a classi-
SCHOOL · PAGE 9 
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Barking mad 
over pet lodge 
Wethersfield Commons residents 
fear impact of dog daycare facility 

By JOHN HOWELL 

Many bought homes in Wcthers• 
field Commons on Jefferson Bou• 
levard because they were allowed 

~~\:S ~~,~g!~a;o: ::~~ 
at the ntry entrance to the493--unit 
complex, they' re buking mad. 

An estimated 150 residents 
turned out las t week to a Wethers-
field clubhouse meeting to berate 
Carlos Gutierrez's plans to build a 
pet lodge similar lo the one in Mi· 
ami - Somi Pet Resort and Dog 
Day C;,.re - on Jefferson Boule--
vard. Residents are prepared to 
tum o u t in force Dec. 14 when the 
Pl.umi.ng Bo.u-d conducts a public 
mformallon,1I ml'l:' ling al 6 p.m. in 
the community room o( city Offlc-;:,::ge ~:;-}c;:!1:~~~: 

three other Wethersfield property 
owners visited the Beacon Mon-
day morning. 

Their concerns focused o n the 
noise o f barking dogs, increased 
traffic, cut through traffic to Metro ~;':~ rar:~~ ~n.s;r;iz:~~~ 
entrance that augments the com-
plex's cowitry feel . 

Yet the nine acres making up the 
site - most of it is a pond - is 
zoned Gene.cal industrial in keep-
ing with the city's lo ng range vi-
sion of Jefferson Boulevard as the 
city's commercial and manufa.c-
twing backbone. The zone allows 
for a wide variety of uses from a 
fish processing plant to equipment =au~j:xi~:!:n,_.: ,,,to bodY :tboe NDPDS qtltp; 
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Life changing 
soccer 

Former All-American college player 
attributes his life to the game 

By JOHN HOWELL ; l:ijl• ~ .-. -
Footbill, weU ;,, socre, ;n this • ~1,, 1-

country, changed Mick Rooney's B. · l \"') 9 
li fe . It 's no wonder then for the 11 · :;;.i 
last couple of weeks, Rooney's life .... :Iii 
has revolved around the World • , 
Cup. He tunes in for the 10 a.m. 
game and once that's over fits in 
some errJ.nds before going back to 
the " tellie~ fo r the 2 p .m. match. 
He hasn' t missed a single game 
and has an idea wh..1 t will happen 
when his motherland team, Eng-
land plays. 

" I'm sure England will break 
my heart," he said standing back 
from the TV in the final minutes of 
Saturday's matchup between AI-
gentinJ. and AustrJ.lia. Argentina 
c,1me away with the 2· 1 win. That 
morning Netherlands beat USA, 
eliminating them from the compe-
tition. lii;..u.lla.e~ ~ i,,.ti:ill!!==, 

" II would have been really nice OWING IT TO THE GAME: Mick 
if they ~:o~," he s.,id, "but they Rooney on the sideline at a Bishop 
~,~!~/iidn t have a very good ~ endricken soccer ?ame. Rooney 
g Rooney knows. He's a seasoned I~ a fonner All·Amencan and long· -"'--"-----'--...c.:...:.::.:.::.: time coach. (Photo courtesy ol 

ROONEY • PAGE 24 Hendricken) 

Classified .. . .... . .. .. 26 
Editorial ... . .. 11 
Obituaries . .... . . ..... 13 
Police Log .•.. • • . . 2 

~:·w~:::::: :: : 

The defending champion Bishop 
Hendricken basektball leam is set 
to tip off its season and wi11 be led 
by standou\ returnere Azmer 
Abdullah and Eze Weli. See s tory 
on page 23. Pictured is Abdullah. 

NOTABLE 
Quote 

"We've got to make it happen." 

- School Commiltee member•elect Lealt 
Hau/wood talking about the importa11ce of 
building 11ew Pilgrim mid Toll Gate High 
Schools. Page 1 



LeQf it to the w ind 
11111,,.r1.,. o,,c.,,,1J11, FJ, :10:n WllfWidl a..u>n --

A few sc,atlored rwn drops and a strong 1outhet1y 
wind d1dn'1 !!!lop members o! 1he Warwick Histo ric 
Ceme!ery Comm,ssion from turn ing out ,n numbere 
lasl Sil!urday fm the fall cleanup ol Brayton Ulme· 
tory m Apponaug As Danny Hall (u,,ng his leaf 
blower) pointed out, lho wind worked to the1r favor. 
·usually al this time of the year 11'1 from the north and 
we're l1ght1ng rl." he said. The leaves were piled on 
the embankment overlooking Apponaug Cove For-
mer Mayor and retired RI Sup1eme Court Justice 
Fran!,. Flaherty choso o more trad,tionnl means to 
cleanup - a rake - and Sue Cabece1ras delighted in 
tho f1gurme shelound underall1he leaves in the Jen· 
d s plot. It was properly rnslored lo 11s po i,1 t1on 
(Warwrc.l: Beacon photos) 

' . . .. .. '" " ' 

EE CONSULTATION 
Can 785-2300 

We are ll debt re/u:f agency 
J1nt1J, Gc,ldman,F.-q • SIJtff'trwnBltd. • W1nrk 

I 

Matching grants aim to keep Warwick 
food pantries, soup kitchens stocked 

penses and the ongoing eco-
nomic t lhds ot tht pan-
demic. Arb org.aniution, 
that rdyon timt uinatt 
sti ll struggling to m-ovtt 
from fall off at Uve perfor-
mance,. Our matching gr~t 
will enable ~pie to feed 
hungry Rhode ls l.mden 
while still supporting the 
arts," s,1 id Neil D Steinberg, 
the Foundation's presidmt 
,md CEO 

Thl' Rhodt• lsl,md Foun• 
dation wi ll match l'very do-
nation tlw pubhc mak<'5 to 
Trinity Repertory Comp.my 
during its 2022 run of NA 
Christmas Carol " with ,m 
equal grant to the Rhode ls-
1,md Comm uni ty Food 
13.mk, up to a total of S60,000 

The go.11 1s rn.1blr the 
Food Bank to ke,.,p its w,m. ... 
house stod.rJ for member 
,1genc1e5, like the Westb,1y 
CAP Marketpl,1ce on Jeffer· 
son UoulevarJ and the P1I· 
~rim Lulhl'ran Church on 
\V,1 rw1ck Avenue. 

The fUI1dmg is intended 
to repl<K<' !ht• donations fo r 

Schools 
(Continue d from page 1) 

c.il model" including cours-
es in philosophy, theology 
,md Latin u:,ing the "So-
cr.itJC method of educationN 
where studl'nts are taught 
"how to think not who'll to 
think " 

Falher Robert Marci.i.no, 
president of the all-male 
Bishop Hl'ndr icken High 
School, Je.-.m ed of Ult' effort 
!o st,ut a Chesterton Acade-
my in Rhode Island some• 
time,1go 

"We Me quite d ifferent 
and proud of whill we offer 
to Ii\'<' up to our mission 
tha t is to develop the whole 
person, spir it, mind and 
body, and form boys into 
yowig men of character, in-
tegri ty, fai th and service of 
Cod and others,~ he said in 
an email. 

Fr Marciano doesn' t see 
the n<'w school as a com· 
pet1tor but rather "as a part · 
ner in our efforts to offer the 
excellence of a faith based 
Catholic education is a vari · 
etyof ways .N 

He e)(pla.ined, NI am of the 
disposit ion that parents 
should have a choice as to 
the type of education th.i t 
the~• want for thetrchl ldren, 
including in the public ~ -
tor, but always for the m15: 
sion of theCa_tholic Church. 

The matching grant chal-
lrnge benefi t, hvo nonprof-
its that h.ive been deeply 
1n1pacted by the p,m demic. 
In the last sb, months, the 
FooJ Bank h..is sttn an un• 

the Food B.l!lk that the the• heal th and safety, the the-
ater h..1s traditionally col- ater will not have collection 
11.'Cted from .iudienct>S. Until buckt ts al this season's per· 
Trinity Rep went dJrk in formann -s. Instead, the pub-
2020 due to COVID-19, thr he can trigger the m,1tching 
actor playmg Ebrnezer grant~ b>• contributing to 
Scrooge h.id stepped for• Tnrn ty Rep onlme at truuty· 
w.:a rd at the end of every Il'p com/ m,1tch or by tex-
~rfomianct" of "A Chris t· ting SCROOGE to +4-321 
m.is CJro)" ,Uld .iskrd thf.'- Through 1h15 m.itchmg chJI· 
ato.>r•gO<'rs to lea1·e a dona- lenge, their don.it ion.'l will 
lion for th l• Food Banl.. Au- bt>nrfit Tnruty Rt>p's .irt1stlc, 
diences would thl'n drop educJtion ,m d commurnty 
therr contributions m collec- progr,11ns, ,1s wt> ll ,1s the 
lion buckets on th.-ir way Food B.ink 
out of the theater In 2019 'The nl'\'d rem ams high pn.'Ct.-dented 20'% surge in 
alone, the trad ition r,11;-.ed a t food panlnes and me,11 prople ~ ·king assbtance at 
more th.in $60,000 s11t'S as people cope with the food pantries across tht' 

Sun. Dec. 11- BEUA, Glenda.le 1pm 
Thurs. Dec. 1&- WHITE'S, Wes1port 12:30 
Fn. Dec. 16- COURTHOUSE CENTER, 

Kingston 7:30pm Tix: courthousearts.org 

ln tht" inter~ t of publJC rising cost of everyd.iy r, - state 

Ft M;imano \'Oluntc-ered 
to help, saying, "We would 
be more than happy to offl'r 
our resources to this new 
school and open a di,1logue 
of cooperation, as we re-
centl ~• did with LaSalle 
Academy. Ah hough our 
campuses might be separal<' 
and miles apart of mission 
of fai th and dedication to 
our Catholic identi ty Is wut-
,d." 

The city's central location 
with the convergence of 
Routes 95 and 295 was criti• 
cal lo the selectJOn of the 
Jefferson Boule\•.trd sill.' Be--
cause of its easy access, they 
said parents from as far 
awayas Fall Riverandp.:irts 
of ConnectJcut that are in 
range of a JO to 40 minute 
drive are considering the 
school. 

"It's going to take some 
time," Walsh said when 
asked If the co-cd school 
would be offering sports 
and extracurricular activi-
ties. He said there are near-
by sports facilities tha t 
would a llow them to offer 
sports. As the school grows, 
the plan Is to move to fo rger 
facilities hopefully with In 
the same Jefferson Boule-
vard a rea. 

Cney described the 
school as different ln thil l 
studenlll would be expected 
to ,1 5,Sist in operations such 
as assistin~ with the dean-

up after lunch Tuition is an open house 
58.000 noon .i.nd 3 p m. 

Re se rvations , Da tes, Bookings a t 
AGINGDISGRACEFULLY.NET 

The nussion of thl' Ches--
tN ton Ac,,demy .is d t'• 

HELPING 
WARWICK'S 
Ns:s:nv 

scribed on lhe website i~, 
"to prl'p.lfC our students to 
lnumph 01t•r the matenal-
ism ;md despair that per• 
vaJ e our cu ltuw and to ac-
cept our Lord 's olf<'r to h,we 
life and h.wc it abundantly. 
Our d assic,1 \ curnculum 
combines a broad, libera l 
arts education wilh a strong 
emphasis on the develop-
mml of Chnsli,1n virtues ii,.--•--• ......... _ .... ... 
and an appreciation of 
bt>iiuty. Through our Tiwc 
Pillars Modrl, we form our 
students in intellcct,charac• 
ter and spmtualty " 

Chesterton Academy of 
Our Lady Clf I lope is named 
for thr English writer and 

You Can Help A Needy Family 
Canned goods non-periShable food items can be dropped off at the locations listed below, 
o, a cash donation can be mada payable to Nelghbort Helplng Neighbors do Warwick 
Beacon, 1944 Warwick Avenua, Warwick, RI 02889 or Dept. ol Human Services, Pilgrim 
Senior Centa r. 27 Pllg1tm Parkway, Warwick. R1 02888 (use coupon below). 

Thank You to Contributors: 
Catholic com•ert, GK Ches- J.U. l E.R. Caun!J Rober1 Baxter Associa\es., Inc. 

~:~~!'hy fune!II Home Callen Corp. OBA Governor fr1ncis Inn 
man of letters in the early '" LauBrDtheri Enterprises.lnc.DBAHanPalace 
20th rmtury. An .iccom· Dennis Diffley & So111, Inc. Crusty's P'IZZI 
phshed essayis t, novelist, Daniel K. Flaherty, Attorney Owl Mn Nelson 
and poet, he wrote a hun• Custom Buill Wllldow lilanuflCturilg, LLC Sulwan Tiu Co~ loo. 
drcd books on all diffen?nt Iggy's DoughlNJys, Inc. &aspre Senion 
sub j('(lS In 1922, hl.' shocked •"'-
the literary cstablishmr nt ! Yes, lwould /ike tomake a donalfonfC>ihe7 
by con\'erling to Catholi- Holiday Basket Program I 
cism. H<' was la ter eulo- I Namt, ________ _ I 
gizrd by Pope Pius X1 ,ls "a I Address ___ ___ ___ I 
giftl>d defl•nder of lhe foith." I City _ _____ Zip I 
;;~:!c~~~teaJ~~~ ~ I a Planet.Np ~ name con5clentia1 ___ I 
oniw d . l oCheckEndoad_ _ _ I 

Casey e)(pt'Cls about 100 I IIM. llk =-~-=:=~l_tllpq~ I 
to turnout U1is 5.l turday for '-----------,-.=L.=-:..:-:.=-:.,:-;;_::-:_:-:,;-=.;:-:,;-=-:..:-:;-::.:;-:;-::.:;-:,;-':,I 
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